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DR. WATTS AN UNITARIAN, 


The following extracts from the solemn address of 
the eminent pious and candid Dr. Watts, whach 
was made to the great and ever blessed God, on 
a review of what he had written in the Trimta- 
rian controversy, is earnestly recommended to 
the serious perusal of the reader. The address 
was prefired by Dr. Waits to pieces he had 
writen in this controversy, which his executors 
did not judge necessary to publish.—Some of 
the sentiments which it contains, are different 
from those he entertained at an earlier period of 


life. 
ADDRESS. 


Righteous art thou, O Lord, when [I plead 
with thee; yet I may talk with thee concering 
thy judgments. Permit me, O my God and 
Father, to plead with thee concerning the rev- 
elations of thy nature and thy grace, which are 
‘made in thy gospel. And let me do it with all 
that humble reverence, and that holy awe, of 
thy Majesty, which becomes a creature in the 
presence of his God. 

Hast thou not, O Lord God Almighty, hast 

unsacted thy divine and important 
affairs among men by thy Son Jesus Christ, 
and by thy holy spirit? And hast thou not or- 
dained that man should transact their highest 
and most momentous concerns with thee, by 
thy Son and by thy spirit? Must I know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ thy Son, 
whom thou hast sent, that | may fulfil all my 
respective duties towards thyself and thy Son, 
in hope of eternal life? Hath not thy Son him- 
self, appealed to thee in his last prayer, that 
eternal life depends on this knowledge? And 
‘since thou hast made so much use of thy holy 
Spirit in our religion, must I not have some 
knowledge of this thy spirit also, that I may 
pay thee all these honors thou requirest from 
this divine revelation? 

Hast thou not ascribed divine names, and 
titles and characters to thy Son and thy holy 
Spirit in thy word? And yet art not thou, and 
thou alone, the true God? 

Holy Father thou knowest how firmly I be- 
lieve, with all my soul, whatsoever thou hast 
plainly written and revealed in thy word. I 
believe thee to be the only true God, the su- 
preme of beings, self-sufficient for thine own 
existence, and for all thy infinite affairs and 
transactions among christians. I believe thy 
Son Jesus Christ to be all-sufficient for the 
glorious work of mediation between God and 
man, to which thou hast appointed him to fulfil 
the blessed works for which thou hast exalted 
him, and to govern and judge the world in thin 
appointed time. ‘ 

I believe also thy blessed Spirit hath almigh- 
ty power and influence to do all thy will, to in- 
struct men effectually in divine truths, to 
change the hearts of fallen. mankind from sin 
to holiness, to carry on the work of illumina- 
tion, sanctification, and consolation on the souls 
of all thy children, and to bring them safe to 
the heavenly world. I yield myself up joyful- 
ly and thankfully to this method of thy salva- 
tlon, as it is revealed in the gospel. But I ac- 
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knowledge my darkness still. I want to have 
this wonderful doctrine of the all-sufficiency of 
thy Son and thy Spirit, for these divine works, 
made a little plainer. Is it a vain and sinful 
curiosity to desire to have this article set in 
such a light, as may not diminish the eternal 
glory of the unity of the true God, nor of the 
supremacy of thee, the Father,of all. 

Hadst thou informed me, gracious Father, 
in any place of thy word, that this divine doc- 
trine is not to be understood by men, and yet 
they were required to believe it, I would have. 
subdued all my curiosity to faith, and submit- 
ted my wandering and doubtful imaginations, 
as far as it was possible, to the holy and wise 
determinations of thy word. But I cannot find 
thou hast any where forbid me to understand 
it, or to make these inquiries. My conscience 
is the best natural light thou hast put within 
me, and since thou hast given me the scriptures, 
my own conscience bids me to search the scrip- 
tures, to find out truth and eternal life. It 
bids me try all things, and hold fast that which 
is good. And thy own word by the same ex- 
pressions, encourages this holy practice. I 
have, therefore, been long searching into this 
divine doctrine, that I may pay thee due honor 
with understanding. Surely I ought to know 
the God whom I worship, whether he be one 
pure and simple being, or whether thou art a 
three fold Deity, consisting of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, ote 

Dear and blessed God, hadst thou been 
pleased, in any one plain scripture, to have in- 
formed me which of the different opinions a- 
bout the holy Trinity, among the contending 
parties of christians, had been true, thou know- 
est with how much zeal, satisfaction and joy, 
my unbiassed heart would have opened itself to 
receive and embrace the divine discovery.— 
Hadst thou told me plainly, in one single text, 
that the Father, Son and holy Spirit, are three 
real distinct »ersons in thy divine nature, I had 
never suffered myself to be bewildered in so 
many doubts, nor embarrassed with so many 
strong fears of assenting to the mere inventions 
of men, instead of divine doctrine: but I should 
have humbly and immediately accepted thy 
words, so far as it was possible for me to un- 
derstand them as the only rule of my faith. Or, 
hadst thou been pleased to express and include 
this proposition in the several scattered parts 
of thy book, from whence my reason and con- 
science might with ease find out, and with cer- 
tainty infer this doctrine, I should have joyfully 
employed all my reasoning powers, with their 
utmost skill and activity, to have found out this 
inference, and engrafted it into my soul. But 
how can such weak creatures (men) ever take 
in so strange, so difficult, and so abtruse a 
doctrine as this, in the explication and defence 
whereof, multitudes of men, even men of learn- 
ing and piety, have lost themselves in infinite 
subtleties of dispute, and endless mazes of 
darkness? 

Thou art witness, O my God, with what dili- 
gence, with what constancy and care, I have 
read and searched thy holy word, how early 
and late, by night and by day, I have been 


making these enquiries. How fervently have 
1 been seeking thee on my bended knees, and 
directing my humble addresses to thee, to en- 
lighten my darkness, and to shew me the mean- 
ing of thy word, that I may learn what I must 
believe, and what I must practice with regaré 
to this doctrine, in order to please thee, and 
obtain eternal life. 

I humbly call thee to witness, O my God, 
what a holy jealousy I ever wear about my 
heart, lest I should do the slightest dishonor to 
thy supreme Majesty, in any of my inquiries 
or determinations. Thou seest what a relig- 
ious fear, and what a tender solicitude I main- 
tain on my soul, lest I should think or speak 
any thing to diminish the grandeurs and hon- 
ors of thy Son Jesus, my dear mediator, to 
whom I owe my everlasting hopes. Thou 
knowest how much afraid I am of speaking one 
word, which may be construed into a neglect 
of thy blessed Spirit. Guard all the motions of 
my mind, O almighty God, against every thing 
that borders upon these dangers. Forbid my 
thoughts to indulge, and forbid my pen to write 
one word, that should sink those grand ideas 
which belong to thyself or to thy Son, or thy 
holy Spirit. Forbid it, O my God, that ever 
I should be so unhappy as to unglorify my 
Father, my Saviour, or my Sanctifier, in any 
of my sentiments or expressions concerning 
them. 

Blessed. and faithful God, am I not truly sen- 
sible of my own darkness and weakness, my 
dangerous prejudices on every side, and my 
utter insufficiency for my own conduct? Wilt 
thou leave such a poor creature- bewildered a~ 
mong a thousand perplexities, which are raised 
by various opinions and contrivances of men to 
explain my divine truth? 

Help me heavenly Father, for I am quite 
tired and weary of these human explainings, so 
various and uncertain. When wilt thou ex- 
plain it to me thyself, O my God, by the se+ 
cret and certain dictates of thy Spirit, accord+ 
ing to the intimations of thy word? nor let any 
pride of reason, nor any affection of novelty, 
nor any criminal bias whatsoever, turn my 
heart aside from harkening to these divine dics, 
tates of thy word and thy Spirit. Suffer not 
any of my native corruptions, nor the vanity of 
my imaginations to cast a mist over my eyes, 
while I am searching after the knowledge of 
thy mind and will, for my eternal salvation. 

I entreat, O most merciful Father, that thou 
wilt not suffer the remnant of my short life to 
be wasted in such endless wanderings, in quest 
of thee or thy Son Jesus, as a great part of my 
days have been; but let my sincere endeavors 
to know thee, in all the ways whereby thou 
hast discovered thyself in thy word, be crown- 
ed with such success, that my soul being es- 
tablished in every needful truth by thy holy 
Spirit, I may spend my remaining life accord- 
ing to the rules of thy gospel, and may with all 
the holy and happy creation ascribe glory and 
honor, wisdom and power to thee, who sittest 
upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever 
and ever. 


part of his life, wrote a 


‘Had he lived in a more liberal and enlight- 
ened age,” (says Mr. Gabriel Watts, the auth- 
or to the preface of this work,) “it is highly 
probable that he would have carried his Inquiry 
further, and brought his conclusions still nearer 
the simplicity of gospel truth.” 

“His notion of the subject he treated, seems 
to have been, that the Father, in the strictest 
sense, is the only true God; that Jesus Christ 
his Son, consists of a human body, and a pre- 
existent soul; and that in this person, thus con- 
stituted, the Deity permanently resides; and 
that the holy Spit is not, as has generally 
been described, a proper person; but the influ- 
ence, energy and power of God.” 


[Eztract from the Work. } 


“Tf there be any difficulties, darkness, or 
matter of deep dispute, which attend our enqui- 
ries into the real and exact idea ef the Holy 
Spirit, tis certain, that this most exact idea. is 
not necessary to be known, in order to salva- 
tion: and if in every place where we read of 


the Spirit of God, we always understand it of 
the divine essential power, as proceeding orig- 
inally from the Father, we shall not fall into 
any great mistakes on this subject, but may go 
on comfortably through this state of imperfect 
knowledge, till we arrive at clearer light in the 
heavenly world.” 


ore OQo«- 


[The Rev, Martin Tompkins, Minister at Stoke 
o/ ewe On, COYVESPONGeG Wr Tis f a 
Newington, ded with Dr. Watts, and 
has furmshed his biographer with many vert 
i} hed has biographer with mar 
wmleresting facts. | 


“My chief aim, (says Mr. Tomkins in one 
of his letters to the Doctor) in all I do upon this 
subject is, the restoring the christian worship 
to its primitive purity, and freeing it from what 
F cannot but look upon as an unwarrantable 
innovation. And for this purpose would make 
bold to proceed one step farther, and ask, 
whether you now approve of what you have 
said concerning the Gloria Patri, in your book 
of Hymns; and whether, upon the present no- 
tion of the Spirit, you can esteem some of those 
Doxologies you have given us there, I will not 
say, ‘as some of the noblest parts of christian 
worship,” [the Doctors’s words] but as proper 
christian worship? And if not, whether you 
may not think it becoming you, as a lover of 
truth, and as a christian minister, to declare as 
much to the world; and not suffer such forms of 
worship to be recommended by yeur name and 
authority, to the use of the christian church in 
the present time and in future generations?” 

In the margin of this long epistle of Mr. 
Tompkins, are contained Dr. Waits’ remarks, 
which are upwards of twenty. Opposite to this 
last paragraph the Dr. writes thus: “I freely 
answer, I wish some things were corrected.— 
But the question with me is this: as I wrote 
them in sincerity atthe time, is it not more for 
the edification of christians, and the glory of 
God, to let them stand, than to ruin the use- 
fulness of the whole book, by correcting them 
now, and perhaps bring further and false sus- 
picions on my present opinions? Besides, I 
might tell you,that of all the books I have 
written, that particular copy is not mine. I 


sold it for a trifle to Mr. Lawrence near thirty 
years ago, and his posterity make money of it 


to this very day, and I can scarce claim a|expresses what you mean, and you may meet 


right to make any alteration in the book which 
would injure the sale of it.” 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 


DID YOU EVER EXPERIENCE RELIGION? 


“Did you ever experience religion?” said Mrs. 
Peabody to Mr. Howard the other day, as she 
accosted him abruptly in the street. ‘Did I 
ever experience religion? yes, madam,” replied 
Mr. H. “I have experienced religion a great 
many times.” But a person can never expe- 
rience religion but once, and it is a humiliat- 
ing confession to say, you think you have ex- 
perienced it many times, as such a statement 
shows that you must often have been a back- 
slider. ‘Perhaps you do not rightly under- 
stand me,” rejoined Mr. H.—“I look beyond 
sounds to thing's, and when a person proposes a 
question to me in any intelligible form of words, 
I endeavor to answer it according to the im- 
port and meaning of the language in which it 
is communicated. You ask me if I ever expe- 
rienced religion? Religionis goodness. This 
I am happy to say I have frequently experienc- 
ed in my intercourse through a long life with 
my friends, my neighbors and my fellow crea- 
tures generally. I have experienced their 
kind offices, their friendships and their gener- 
ous.assistance—in short, I have experienced 
their religion—their goodness as often as I have 
stood in need of the evidences of their piety. 
Nor do I consider it disgraceful to me or to 
others, that I am able to say I have many times 
experienced the benefits of religion from my 
neighbors.” i 

But this is not such an answer as I wanted, 
replied Mrs: P. evidently out of humor. I want 


to know,—to express myself more plainly,—-if interval between their receipt and the publi- 


you profess to be an experienced. man in relig- 
ion? ‘*Why.as regards this question, Mrs. P. 
modesty in me would dictate siience; but as 
you appear very. anxious to know ,what does 
not particularly concern you, LE wilt say, I 
think I may affirm, than I am an experienced 
man. Before you was in your craii’s, madam, 
I studied the sacred scriptures.with deep and 
solemn interest, and for fifty years at least have 
sincerely endeavored to conform to the rules of 
faith and practice therein prescribed. Hape- 
rience, I assure you, is a work of lume ; and those 
only are experienced in religion who for years 
have practiced uponits holy and purifying princi- 
ples. An experienced farmer is one who has 
long been engaged in agricultural pursuits.— 
An experienced merchant is one who for years 
has deyoted his attention to trade. An expe- 
rienced artisan is one who is thoroughly versed 
in mechanical science. And an experienced 
christian is not one who goes froma merry com- 
pany to an evening meeting and returns, in the 
course of an hour or two, half distracted with 
a fear of hell, but one who has made a steady 
and profitable advance in the road of duty,— 


one who understands religion and. has long 
practiced its salutary precepts. 1 think I can 
say I am somewhat of an experienced man”’— 
‘“certainly more experienced than yourself who 
was converted only three weeks ago, and have 
since afforded no great evidence, beyond that 
which consists in words, of possessing the gen- 
uine religion of Christ.” ; 

Ah, exclaimed Mrs. P. I see you do not un- 
derstand me, and it is no use for you to say any 
thing further upon the subject. ‘Then learn 


‘ 


to,make yourself intelligible. Leave off your 
unmeaning cants and employ a language which 


4 


with better success in your officious interroga- 
tories, and, withal, obtain for yourself more 
correct ideas of religion and those who possess 
it than you now seem to have.” 


lo 


FACTS ON INTEMPERANCE, 


Thirty millions of dollars are annually ex- 
pended for ardent Spirits in the United States. 

Ten millions of dollars are expended yearly 
for the support of paupers, caused by Intem- 
perance. 

It is ascertained that there are one hundred 
thousand Drunkards in the United States and 
that ten thousand die annually. Would you be 
happy in the bosom of your family? Banish 
ardent spirits from your cupboard, for intem- 
perance is the cause of all the domestic strife 
and misery which exists. 

Would you live to a good old age? Banish 
the rum bottle from your house, for the drunk- 
ard does not live out half hisdays. , gate 

Would you live in peace, free from the per- 
plexities and gripings of the law? Banish ar- 
dent spirits from your house—for most of the 
civil, and about all the criminal prosecutions in 
our Courts, have their origin in intemperance, 

Would you escape the miseries of poverty, 
and the disgrace of the Alms house? - Banish 
ardent spirits from your premises.— Tel.4 Mis. 
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UNIVERSALISM IN ENGLAND, 


UNDER THE NAME OF UNITARIANISM..- 


From the Christian Register. 


We received, on Thursday evening, our files 
of English periedicals. The shortness of the 


cation of our paper, prevents our giving a 
very full summary ofthe intelligence they fur- 
nish. 

The subject of Test and Corporation Acts 
continues to engage the attention of the English 
Dissenters, and they are still active and perse- 
vering in their endeavors to effect a removal of 
their civil disabilities, 

It appears that the General Body of Protest- 
ant Dissenting Ministers have held a meeting, io 
deliberate on the steps which it might be deem- 
ed expedient to pursue, and have ananimously 
resolved to petition Parliament for the repeal 
of the Sacramental Test. 

The meetings of the Unitarian Associations 
in England, are generally attended with much 
interest. In the November. Repository, we 
have an account of the Fifteenth Anniversary 
of the Eastern Unilarian Society, held at 
Halesworth, Suffolk, on the 4th and 5th of Ju- 
ly. A Sermon was preached by Rev. James | 
Martineau, on the exertions which the present 7 
age demands, and the facilities it affords for the» 
diffusion of knowledge and truth. 

Another sermon was delivered by Rey. Mr. 7 
Maurice, of Southampton, adapted to remove 
prejudice agains Unitarian Christianity. A 
very encouraging report of the state of the so- 
ciety was read, and the members were confirm-  ” 
ed and strengthened in their attachment to 
their religious views, and excited to new efforts 
for the cause of truth. a 

On the 2d August, the Tenlerden Disirict 
Meeting was held at Tenterden, <A discourse — 
was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Talbot, from — 
the words in Mat. v. 11, “Let your lightso 

fa 


shine,” &c. The preacher took occasion to 
insist on the peculiar duties of the Unitarian 
Christian, in consequence of the peculiarity of 
his situation. ‘‘He observed [says the Repo- 
sitory | that it rested with them, [the Unitarian] 
to complete a reformation as-yet left very im- 
perfect, both as regarded the unity of God, and 
his dealings with his creatures; that if the Uni- 
tarian loved his fellow-christians, he could not 
but desire that the same cheering views of 
God and his dispensations, which were his own 
chief joy, should brighten the hopes of all who 
called themselves by the name of Christ.” 

But the preacher’s particularity aimed to en- 
force the obligation of the Unitarian “to give 
publicity to his sentiments, from the certainty 
that if he did not do so, infidelity must widely 
and rapidly spread; for whilst Christianity is 
viewed only through its corrupted forms, it 
must necessarily be rejected by thinking 
men.” 

About one hundred of the friends of the so- 
clety took tea together at a neighboring inn.— 
The company was addressed by several mem- 
bers and friends of the society, and the meet- 
ing was ‘‘characterized by a flow of kind and 
Christian feeling.” 

The Seventeenth Meeting of the Somerset 
and Dorset Unitarian Association was held at 
Dorchester, on Sept. 5. After usual public 
services, the business of the Society was trans- 
acted. It was stated by the Secretary, that 
since the last meeting three tracts had been 
published and circulated, viz. Dr. Channing’s 
Dedication Sermon, at New-York, Wright’s 

mmary of the Leading Truths of Christiani- 
et nd Aspland’s Efficacy of Unitarianism in 
the Hour of Death: in the whole one thousand 
copies. 

The Annual Meeting of the Southera Unita- 
rian Fund Society. was held at Portsmouth, on 
A public discourse was preach- 
ed by Rev. Mr. Horsfield. In the evening an 
account was given of the progress of Unitarian- 
ism in that region. 

The zeal of the English Unitarians seems to 
be unabated, and the success of their efforts is 
equal to the reasonable expectations of those 
Who are acquainted with the obstacles and hin- 
derances with which they are called to contend. 


sg 


the 20tk Sept. 


, From the Same. 
LETTERS ON REVIVALS. 


‘Mr. Reed,—I beg to recommend to general 
attention the “Letters on Revivals of Religion, 
by an English Traveller,” just published here. 
It is seldom that a more interesting book is- 
sues from the press. I understand that some 
readers have made objections to the writer’s 
having assumed the character of a traveller 
from avforeign country. But whoever is ac- 
quainted with literary history must know that 
this disguise, if such it may be called, has been 
taken by the best authors, especially when they 
have aimed to describe manners; and this 
they have done wisely, for often the only way 
to give a people a comprehension of their own 
manners, is to show how they would strike a 
foreigner. , 

A great excellence ofthis work is its mod- 
eration. ‘There is no overstating or exaggera- 
tion. A gentleman acquainted with revivals in 
another part of our country, observed, that not 
one half of the extravagances and evils had 
been portrayed by the writer. Another re- 
commendation of the book is, its seriousness. 
The temptation is strong, in describing the 
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adopt a strain of satire, which may savor of|should be characterised, and by which the 
levity; and an unintentional wrong is done to| Christian community is to be carried forward, 
religion in exposing its counterfeits. One of|and raised above its present low condition, will, 
the great evils of revivals is, that they bring}under the revival system, be sacrificed to an 
devotional feeling into contempt, and the inju-}overbearing, menacing, exaggerating style, in- 


dicious ridicule sometimes thrown upon them, 
has helped to make not a few among us suspi- 
cious of every thing like fervor in piety. Our 


author, whilst he has shewed the little worth of 


what he calls the ‘religion of revivals,” has 
every where asserted the claims, dignity, glory 


of true religion, and it is hard for a reader of 


any just feeling to rise from the book without 
deeper impressions of the obligation and hap- 
piness of an enlightened devotion, 

His remarks on the Convention of Revival 
Ministers at New-Lebanon are very. seasonable; 
not that they are needed to enlighten public 
opinion, for there seems to be but one opinion 
on the subject; but because a strong, open tes- 


timony against such outrages is a means of 


preserving a sound moral feeling in the commu- 
nity. I fear, that this Convention will favor an 
opinion which has some adyocates, that the 
clerical profession, however it may generate 
gravity and regularity of deportment, is not 
more friendly to delicacy of conscience than 
other vocations. . It is said, and I fear with 
some truth, that it would be impossible to col- 
lect an equal’number of respectable laymen, 
who would consent to bear the burden aad 
shame of such transactions, as these ministers 
have, with no apparent misgiving, published to 
the world. For the honor of the sacred office, 
we trust that we shall have no second edition 
of the Convention at New-Lebanon, 


There is one topic on which the author of 


the letters has not enlarged, but which is a 
very serious one. 
vivals on the character of ministers. I appre- 
hend that their tendency is to degrade the sa- 
cred calling. Where revivals are relied on as 
the chief means of spreading religion, a minis- 
ter, especially a young man, becémes supreme- 
ly anxious to tearn the art of producing them. 
How to make a violent assault on the human 
mind becomes his chief aim. When he hears 
of a great stir in this and another neighboring 
parish, his pride, ambition, and regard to re- 
putation, join with ah erring conscience and 
desire of usefulness to turn his efforts almost 
exelusively into this channel. What he seeks 
for in the Bible, in his reading, in his expe- 
rience, is the class of topies, by which men 
may be disturbed, inflamed, and overpowered. 
Thus the noblest views of religion, and those 
on which its permanent influence mainly de- 
pends, are thrown into the back-ground, and a 
coarse, harrowing, degrading theology takes 
their place. To be a revival minister becomes 
his great aim. Now this character requires 
little talent and as little virtue. A bold front, 
a coarse energy of style and elocution, audaci- 
ty in, denouncing others, a feverish .tempera- 
ment of mind, a skill in accumulating terrific 
images, a talent at mixing menaces and pathetic 
tones, and an adroitness in managing men, 
which, in common affairs, would seem to ap- 
proach cunning,—these seem to be the gifts, 
chiefly required to the spreading of revivals.— 
It is true, that excellent men have been lead- 
ers or instruments in these stirs, But their 
success has been the fruit, as we apprehend, 
ef their defects rather than their virtues. We 
ro fear, that the simplicity, modesty, sincerity, 


judiciousness, strong thinking, strict conscien- 


tiousness in the choice and use of means, and 


elevation of aim and purpose,—we do fear, that 


I mean, the influence of re- 


vented for immediate effect, and fitted only for 
the production of a showy, theatrical religion. 
Much might be added. But the object of 
this communication is, not to write about revi- 
vals, but to recommend what is already admir- 
ably written. The ‘‘Letters” ought to be pub- 


lished in a cheap form, and distributed freely 
L. 


through the country. 


We take the hberty to make the followmg extract 
from a letter written to the Editor, by Rev. Mr. 
Murray of Norway, Me. 


Norway, Jan. 21, 1828. 

Dear Brother,—I have taken a residence in 
Norway, since I saw you, and am much pleas-- 
ed with the society and prospects in this place. 
Ihave visited Bethel, Rumford, Woodstock and 
Bridgeton, and have found many in those towns, 
who were ready to “stand inthe ways and 
see;”’? and inquire for “‘the right way,” that they 
might ‘“‘walk therein.” It seems, that “God 
who commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness, hath shined in their hearts, to give light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face 
of Jesus Christ.”? Indeed, the prevalence of the 
gospel in this section of our happy country, is 
encouraging to the hearts of the children of 
Zion, and I-do earnestly pray that it may still 
prevail, vutil all God’s ransomed children 


shall be made wise unto salvation. 
Christ. Intel. 


Guovucestrur, Mass. Jan. 11, 1828, 

Br, Drew:—Intelligence concerning the pro- 
gress of truth cannot but be interesting to you 
and your numerous readers. By the desire of 
a number of individuals, I was induced to visit 
the province of New Brunswick. In the course 
of my journey, I passed through several towns 
were the good tidings were never proclaimed, I 
spent a sabbath at Columbia, and was kindly 
received by a venerable brother whose name 
is Wass, A very respectable audience attend- 
ed meetings here, and by their dignified atten- 
tion, appeared to take a deep interest in what 
was advanced. ‘There are a number of believ- 
ers in Machias, Jonesborough, and Cherryfield. 
Should any of our brethren in the ministry be 
disposed to visit this section of the country, 
they will be’most cordially received and liberal- 
ly compensated. From these places to the 
province is almost one continued scene of deso- 
lation, 

You perceive by the date of this letter that I 
have again returned to this place. I am now 
in the midst of a modern revival and have every 
opportunity I could desire of witnessing the 
craft by which these excitements are produced. 
I have attended one or two of their meetings 
and was astonished to hear the ihjunction to, 
hate father and mother, sister and brother, wife 
and children, literally and zealously enforced. 
From some specimens, of which I have been 
an eye and an ear witness, I am authorized to 
say that this preaching is reduced to practice. 
It has had a tendency to render alien to each 
other, those who ought to be perpetual friends. 
There are two, who are coadjutors in this grand 
work and they have succeeded to a miracle in 
driving reason from her throne—Part of the 
dupes of their machinations are absolutely driv- 
en to distraction and the rest are not much bet- 


mixture of craft and fanaticism in revivals, to|these and other attributes, by which preaching 
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ter. Whispering meetings have been appointed; 
I do not know, that they darkenthe room. The 
sheep are then separated from the goats. The 
unbelievers in their unreasonable dogmas, are 
then directed to leave the room. _ This, they 
consider a prelude to an eternal separation in 
a future world. Thus the husband is sepera- 
ted from the wife, brothers from their sisters 
and children from their parents. By the most 
terrific representations and dolorous sounds, 
they work on the passions of the credulous 
multitude. Females of weak nerves are the 
most susceptible of those impressions which 
they call divine. But few, who are guided by 
reason and reflection, are affected with any 
other sensation than that of pity. The Univer- 
salist Society stands as an immoveable rock 
amidst the surrounding billows. The enemy 
attack them in vain ‘They stand as a formi- 
dable phalanx and successfully resist the storm 
of opposition. This is the Ararat, from which 
the trumpet of the everlasting Gospel in its 
purity first sounded in America. The opposers 
are still striving to daub up the walls of Jerico. 
The Hittites and Armorites and Moabites are 
determined at all hazards to support their tra- 
ditions. The war is now raging between 
scripture and reason on the one hand, and su- 
perstition and ignorance on the other. This 
Society is gradually gaining strength. Br.Jones’ 
Society is in a flourishing condition. Br. 
Leonard’s Society is well united. To the real 
christian and philanthropist the prospect is en- 
couraging. Let us my friend rejoice together 
that God is on the side of truth; it will there- 
fore prevail. Yours, &e. F. Mace. 
Christ. Intelligencer. 


From the (Gardiner, Me.) Christian Intelligencer. 


Mr. Jefferson’s Opinion of Missionaries. * 
We notice in the last Richmond Inquirer, an 
original and hitherto unpublished letter of the 
late President Jerrerson, written under date 
of March 6, 1822, to Dr. Morse of Charlestown, 


Mass. declining to serve as an officer of a Mis-, 


sionary Society, and expressing in strong terms 
his disapprobation of the attempts of such socie- 
ties, to flatter the principal men in our country 
into a consent to lend the sanction of their names 
to give weight to their sectarian, and as he be- 
lieved, dangerous designs. 


“Observe too (says he) that the clergy will 
constitute nineteen twentieths of this associa- 
tion, and by the law of the majority, may com- 
mand the twentieth part composed of all the 
high authorities of the U. States, civil and 
military.” “Thinking as I do, that this 
wheel within a wheel is more likely to produce 
collision than aid, and that it is, in its magni- 
tude, of dangerous example, I am bound to say, 
that as a dutiful citizen, I cannot in conscience 
become a member of this Society. I feel with awe 
the weight of opinion to which I may be op- 
posed, and that for myself 1 have need to ask 
the indulgence of a belief, that the opinion I 
have given is the best result I can deduce 
from my own reason and experience, and that 
it is sincerely conscientious.” 

(Signed) “Tu: JEFFERSON.” 


NEW UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY. 


A new Society of Universalists has recently 
been organized in the village of Salina, N. Y. 

‘The Christian Intelligencer announces the re- 
cent formation of a Universalist Society in the 
town of Phillips, Maine.—Christ. Telescope. 


SELECTED, 


THE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST. 


The Son of God is gone to war, 
A kingly crown to gain; 

His blood-red banner streams afar; 
Who follows in his train? 

—Who best can drink his cup of woe, 
Triumphant over pain; 

Who boldest bears his cross below,— 
Who follows in his train? 


The martyr first, whose eagle eye, 
Could pierce beyond the grave; 
Who saw his Master in the sky, 
And call’d on him to save: 
Like Him, with pardon on his tongue, 
In midst of mortal pain, 
He pray’d for them that did the wrong 
—Who follows in his train? 


A glorious band, the chosen few, 
On whomthe Spirit came, 

Twelve valiant saints; the truth they knew, 
And braved the cross and shame: 

They met the tyrant’s brandish’d steel, 
The lion’s gory mane; 

They bow’d their necks the death to feel: 
—Who follows in their train? 


A noble army, men and boys, 
The matron and the maid, 
Around their Saviour’s throne rejoice, 
In robes of light array’d: 
They clim’d the dizzy steep of heaven, 
Through peril, toil and pain: 
Oh, God! to us may grace be given 
To follow in their train. Bishop Heber. 


close 
THE PRINTER’S LOVE. 


We love to see the blooming rose 
‘Tn all its beauty drest , 

We love to hear our friends disclose 
The emotions of the breast. ® 


We love to see a ship arrive; 
Well laden to our shore; 

We love to see our neighbors thrive, 
And love and bless the poor. 


We love to see domestic life, 
With uninterrupted joys; 

We love.tosee a youthful wife 
Not pleased with trifling toys. 


We love all these—yet far above 
All that we ever said, 

We love—what every PRINTER LOVES, 
To have subscriptions paid. 


Universalist Magazine. 


Boston, Sarurpay, Fesruary 23, 1828, 


5~Mr. Bowen takes this method of expres- 
sing his acknowledgements to the Editor ofthe 
Christian Intelligencer, for the notice he has 
given of the intended improvement of the Uni- 
versalist Magazine, and of correcting his mis- 
take respecting its contemplated size and its 
editorial support. The Magazine will be of 
the size of the Christian Intelligencer, and it is 
expected that Mr. Ballou will give it as much 
support as heretofore. 
—— {¢ aa 
To Readers.—-We have seen a _ pam- 
phlet from the pen of Br. Stephen R. Smith of 
Philadelphia, of which we shall take further 
notice in our next, 


FIRE, ; 


On Thursday afternoon, (Feb. 14,) between | 
three and four o’clock, a fire broke out in the ] 


carpenter’s shop of Mr. Richard Bond, Canal 


street; and owing to the combustibles within and |] 


a strong easterly wind, not only was the whole 
building soon in flames, but the fire communi- 
cated to the stable and counting room of Capt. 
Levi Warren; a carpenter’s shop on Traverse 
street, and a small dwelling house, owned by 
F. J. Oliver, Fsq. and occupied by Mr. Flint, 
Machinist; all of which with a great portion of 
their contents, were consumed. _ A Jarge quan- 
tity of wood and lumber was also burnt. Anoth- 
er dwelling house, owned by Mr. Oliver, which 
was considered in imminent danger, though 
saved from the flames, was stripped and mostly 
pulled down. 
———————K—Kz—~=_EEE 

Evangelical Repository and Utica Magazine. 

The Editor of the Evangelical Repository 
and the Editor of the Utica Magazine (Rev. 
Dolphus Skinner) have entered into an agree- 
ment to become joint editors, and publish but 
one paper, which can be afforded to subscri- 
bers cheaper than otherwise either could be of- 
fered; according to the size, and matter con- 
tained. 

> @Ge<+- 
ANECDOTES, 

Notwithstanding the extraordinary yet merit- 
ed honors that were paid to the illustrious New- 
ton, no man could entertain amore humble 
opinion of the extent of his discoveries than he 
did himself. When Ramsay was one day com 
plimenting him on the new lights which he} 


thrown upon science, he made the followi ig 
splendid answer; ‘ Alas! [ am only like a child ~ 
picking up pebbles on the shore of the great. 


ocean of truth.’ 


Thomas Fuller, the historian and divine was 
a man of learning and industry, but his style is 
quaint and full of antitheses and points. Nor 
was he less addicted to punning in his conver- 
sation than in his writings. Dr. Fuller was a 
very corpulent man, and as he was one day ri- 
ding with a gentleman of the name of Sparrow- 
hawk, he could not resist the opportunity of 
playing off a joke. ‘ What is the difference’-—. 
said he—‘ between an owl and a Sparrowhawk” 
‘It is,—answered his companion— fuller in 
the head, fuller in the body, and fuller all over.’ 


Died in this City, Mr. ‘Thomas Kelley, 31.— 
Mr. Peter Guignon, 50. Mr. Geo. Shed, 42. . 
DEATH OF GOV. CLINTON. 

The Albany papers mention the sudden death 
of the Hon. De Witt Clinton, Governor of the 
state of New-York. This event took place on 
Monday evening at 7 o’clock, while he was 
sitting with his family, from the rupture of a 
blood vessel near the heart. His deathwas in- 
stantaneous. The Legislature of New-York, 
the corporation of Albany, the bar of the city, 
and other bodies of citizens adopted measures 
to testify their respect for the memory of the de- 
ceased, and preparations were made for a pub- 
lic funeral, which was to take place on Thurs- 


day. A large military escort was ordered for - 


the occasion, and the Military of the city and 
county of Albany and its vicinity were ordered 
to appear. All the Artillery companies in the 
state are ordered to fire a gun at every half 
hour, from 2 o’clock to sunset of,the day after 
receiving the intelligence.— Bost, Gaz. Feb. 18. 


